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

Karen Winkelman was elected to a three-year term as a Commissioner at the August 30 Annual Meeting.  Karen replaces Ralph Staszak whose term expired.  Ralph chose to not seek reelection.

Later, Karen was elected by her fellow Commissioners to serve as Chairman for the coming year.  Tom Jordens continues to serve as Treasurer, Jeff Beiriger as Secretary.

Congratulations, Karen.  And thank you, Ralph for your years of service to the District.

The Annual Meeting of the Potters Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District was held August 31 at Town Hall.  The following actions were taken:

Resolution 1, which established August 30 as the date for the 1997 Annual Meeting was passed.

Resolution 2, which named the State Bank of East Troy as the official depository for the District was passed.

Resolutions 3 and 4, which established operating and special projects budgets for 1997 were passed.  There was a good deal of discussion regarding the budget, but there was unanimous agreement that more funds will be needed to operate the District.  The new budget will result in an increase  in the District’s portion of your 1996 tax bill.

Resolution 5, which gave authority to the Commissioners to borrow up to $10,000.00 for operating expenses was approved.

Resolution 6, which authorized the Commissioners to apply for any and all applicable grants that would benefit the District was also approved.

Reports were presented on the state of the equipment owned by the District.  The cutter has had its problems, but generally speaking, it is in very good shape.  The elevators are just a year or so old and in excellent shape.  The truck that hauls weeds will need some maintenance work this Winter.

People at the meeting were pleased with the quality of the Lake, despite a rocky start to the summer.  There was some discussion regarding the use of chemicals in the Lake to control weeds, but it was decided that other methods would be tried instead.  Among the other methods -- cutting later into the season.  Late cuttings have proven effective on some area lakes, so the cutter will be on Potters Lake through mid-October.

With DNR’s budget cuts, Potters Lake will not be stocked with Northern Pike as previously reported, unless the District purchases the fish on its own.  DNR still has the Lake scheduled for shocking in 1998.

As you remove your boat and pier at the end of this season, we ask that you look for any signs of zebra mussels.  If you see anything odd, call one of the Commissioners. 

SPECIAL THANKS

To the crew s who worked on the weed cutting operations this year.  Great job, guys!  Thanks!



Looking for a great Christmas present.  How about a Potters Lake t-shirt, sweatshirt, or hat? contact Jeff Beiriger at 642-8742.  T-shirts are $10.00, sweatshirts are $20.00,  and hats are $5.00.  Buy one for yourself or as a gift!  These items are well made, look great, and help support the lake.


* As a clarification to the May newsletter, boat travel and skiing on the Lake (as if it matters now) is counterclockwise on weekends and holidays.  

* The rules regarding direction  also apply to personal water craft!   

* PWCs used for skiing must have a spotter on board.

* PWCs and boats must also observe proper distances from piers, shorelines, and other boats.  

* Unfortunately, we have reports of several case of vandalism taking place during the summer.  The East Troy Police Department is doing everything they can.  In the meantime, we remind you to secure your boat and any other valuable items you may have around the lakefront.

* We also have a couple of reports of lost skis, usually the result of someone picking up a ski dropped by a slamon skiier who started on two skis.  Dropped skis do present a hazard, so every effort should be made to drop them as near your own pier as possible, but a dropped ski is not subject to the “finders-keepers” rule.  If a ski is causing a hazard, stop your boat, stay by the ski, and signal the boat towing the skier.  Whatever you do, don’t just pick up the ski and leave!  If you find anything out on the Lake of value, contact a Commissioner and we’ll put out the word.

tc \l1 "* This winter, why not consider a boating safety class?  Statistics indicate that the more than 73 percent of the drivers of boats involved in accidents have never recieved any boating safety training.  Plus, many insurance companies will offer discounted rates if you complete a safety class.  For information, call the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.


More than a dozen boats took part in this year’s Boat Parade, held Thursday, July 4.  Thanks to all of you who participated and to those who cheered us on from the shore.

The theme for this year’s parade was -
    “The Olympic Spirit”.
The winners were:

Best Representation of Theme

The Charvat Family

Best Performance By Adults

The Wargin Family

Best Performance By Children

The Pikula Family

Most Original

The Keepers Family


The evening of the Fourth of July ushered in what we hope will be a new tradition on Potters Lake.  As night fell came upon the Lake, more than 75 flares were lit, basking the shoreline in a brilliant glow.  It was a special display of community.  And, it helped us raise money for the District.  Thanks to those who bought flares, we raised more than $300.00!  We hope you’ll participate next year!


We are going to be looking for some volunteer to help the Commissioners plan some sort of social.fund raiser for the District.  If you are interested, call one the Commissioners today!

We’ll also be looking for some volunteers to help sell flares around the Fourth of July and to help with raffle ticket sales.  If you can help, please give us a call!


Courtesy on the Lake doesn’t end when the docks come out and the boats are stored.  Just as the fisherman, skiers, and pontooners cooperate in summer, so should those who use the Lake this Winter.

Courtesy

Whether you cross country ski, snowmobile, or ice skate, be mindful of others.  In particular, respect the area immediately in front of each home.  If you snowmobile, you should access the Lake by heading strainght out from your own property for at least 200 feet.  That way, people wanting to cross country ski can use the outside of the Lake and those wanting to skate can do so in front of their own homes.



Ever wonder how  Potters Lake got its name?  

Potters Lake is named for John Potter, East Troy’s first postmaster and first attorney.  Born in 1816, Mr. Potter came to East Troy in 1837 and settled on 350 acres of land around the shores of what is now Potters Lake.  Mr. Potter went on to serve as a Walworth County judge , a member of the Wisconsin legislature, and a U.S. Congressman.  Mr. Potter is said to have been a friend and confidant of Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and was once challenged to a duel by a Southern Congressman.  Mr. Potter died in 1899 and is buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery.

If you have a question about Potters Lake, let us know and we’ll try to get an answer!
