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
This will be an important year for Potters Lake.  We all remember too well the weeds that fouled many motor last year.  Many thanks go to our dedicated crew who kept the weed cutter humming throughout last summer.  All those hours, however, have taken their toll.

When it was all over, we had accumulated nearly twice as much time weed harvesting as previous years and that affected our operations budget. Plus, we have had to make major repairs to the weed cutter this year and last.  In general, however, the weed cutter is in good shape and should serve us well for many years and weed harvesting should begin on time this year, around the end of May.

The elevators used for weed harvesting have been paid for.  We have elevators at both ends of the lake, and that makes for efficient weed harvesting.  We were fortunate to receive a grant that allowed us to replace both elevators for the price of one new one.
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Good news for you anglers!  The lake will be stocked with 325 northern pikes later this year.  Next year, the DNR will be shocking the lake to get a better handle on the type and number of fish that are in the lake.  If an abundance of rough fish are identified, we may need to consider ways to remove them. 

The planning grant for the Honey Creek watershed, which includes Potters Lake, will expire this year.  The planning grant will help us identify lake quality problems, mostly due to non-point source pollution (surface run-off).  As part of the study, Potters Lake may be eligible for grant money.  

The lake level has remained fairly constant throughout the  Spring.  Setting the lake level to everyone’s satisfaction is probably impossible, but there is strong support for the current level.

By now, most of you have probably noticed that the public launch has been paved and 

striped.  DNR sets the number of  parking stalls by figuring on one parking space for every twenty acres of navigable water.  Many lakes have established “no parking” zones around the public launches to prevent additional boat launchings.  Walworth County has asked us to keep an eye on the situation before they put up any signs on Highway L.



Weed pickup is the third  Saturday of each month.  Please make the piles accessible and free of debris such as cans, sticks, rocks, etc.


After several planning meetings and many phone calls, it was agreed that there would not be a Jamboree this year.  The decision  was  difficult to make, especially after nine years of history with the event.  Many thanks to the folks who came to the planning meetings and expressed their support for the Jamboree. In the end, however, concerns regarding  planning time, volunteer support, and financial risk, among others, prompted the cancellation.

The Jamboree (formerly “Carp Out”) had several objectives. In the beginning, its purpose was obvious -- get the carp out!  Over time, the event became more of a social than a fishing contest, and the name “Jamboree” was adopted.  Throughout its history, the Jamboree/Carp Out has been a source of additional funds for the Protection District.  

As to each objective, we expect the DNR survey next year to tell us more about the severity of the problem in Potters Lake.  Until then, it’s hard to say what impact the Jamboree has had on removal of the carp.

As for a social event, we are looking for new ideas.  We are planning to do something in conjunction with the Boat Parade, scheduled for July  4th.  (See page 3)  Other ideas include a Winter get-together, a fish boil, clinics on

fishing, boat maintenance, and water skiing, and a “pot luck” tie up in the middle of the lake.

As a fund raiser, the Jamboree has helped us keep our operating costs down.  No doubt, we could use some type of fund raiser to help the lake, but again, we probably need some fresh ideas.  Several have been discussed already, including raffles, voluntary donations, and selling items with a Potters Lake logo.  

If you have an idea, call one of the Commissioners or plan to attend the Protection District’s annual meeting in August.  

“Give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day.  Teach him to fish and he’ll blow all the grocery money on graphite rods and buzz baits.”



If you would like to purchase a Potters Lake t-shirt, sweatshirt, or hat, contact Jeff Beiriger at 642-8742.  There are numerous colors available and each has the Potters Lake Jamboree logo.  T-shirts are $10.00, sweatshirts are $20.00,  and hats are $5.00.  Buy one for yourself or as a gift!  These items are well made, look great, and help support the lake.


* Skiing is  from 8:00 a.m. to sunset on weekdays, and 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekends and holidays.  No doubles on weekends or holidays.

* Boat travel is clockwise on weekends and holidays.

* Piers must display your house number  - W1085, for instance.

* All boats, regardless of size,  must carry  a personal flotation device for each person on board. 



Ever wonder how  Potters Lake got its name?  

Potters Lake is named for John Potter, East Troy’s first postmaster and first attorney.  Born in 1816, Mr. Potter came to East Troy in 1837 and settled on 350 acres of land around the shores of what is now Potters Lake.  Mr. Potter went on to serve as a Walworth County judge , a member of the Wisconsin legislature, and a U.S. Congressman.  Mr. Potter is said to have been a friend and confidant of Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and was once challenged to a duel by a Southern Congressman.  Mr. Potter died in 1899 and is buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery.

If you have a question about Potters Lake, let us know and we’ll try to get an answer!
tc \l1 "
The annual Boat Parade has been scheduled for Thursday, July 4, beginning at 4:00 p.m. from the west side of the lake.  This year’s theme will be...


“The Olympic Spirit”
Last year, twenty boats took part  in the parade and we’re hoping for even more this year.  Participation is easy, and it’s free!

All types of boats are welcome -- from runabouts, to pontoons, to paddle boats.  Decorations can be elaborate or simple.  The key is to have fun!

If you can’t be part of the parade, we could still use your help.  We need everyone on shore to clap, yell, cheer, and wave to the boats as they go by.  

To register, call Jeff or Elizabeth Beiriger at 642-8742.  We’ll need to know your name, address, and phone number.  If we’re not home, leave a message with all of the necessary information.

You can register right up to the start of the Parade, but it helps if you let us know a few days in advance so we can stop by with a number for your boat.  The number is for identification purposes only and you do not need to line up in any particular order on the day of the Boat Parade.

Since we’ll be traveling clockwise, you’ll want to spend most of your time decorating the starboard (right) side of your boat.  

We’ll be giving out prizes for the following categories:


Representation of the Theme


On-Board Performance


Most Original 
Since the Boat Parade really isn’t a competition, we’ll also be handing out “special merit” prizes as well. 

Prizes will be awarded this year at the public launch area at 6:00 p.m.  We’re hoping many of you will  join us for the awards presentation and stick around to meet your neighbors.  Be sure to bring a beverage and some snacks!

We expect that many of you will want to get home by sunset to enjoy the fireworks over the lake.  Before the fireworks begin, however, many of us will be lighting flares along our shoreline.  If you’d like to participate, we’ll have flares available for sale at the awards ceremony.  If you’ve never experienced it, circling a lake with flares can be quite a sight.

The rain date for the Boat Parade is Sunday, July 8 at 2:00 p.m.


Whether your interest is fishing, swimming, skiing, or sunset pontoon rides....  Whether you’ve  lived here for a month, a year, or your whole life....

We all share one thing in common, and that’s Potters Lake.  

None of us can say we own the lake but we do, however, have property on the lake.

Lake property can be a great investment, and lake living can be a real pleasure -- depending upon the quality of the lake!

Long after we’re gone, Potters Lake will still be here.  Our responsibility, as today’s neighbors and guardians of Potters Lake, is to pass this lake to the next generation, for its use and pleasure, in better shape than we found it.

We wish everyone a great summer.  Enjoy the lake.  Use it safely, with consideration for others, and with an eye toward the future.  
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