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Annual Meeting  Report
District agrees to seek DNR approval for chemical treatment for milfoil, other harmful weeds!  See page 2.

The Annual Meeting of the District was held August 30.  The following actions were taken:

Resolution 1, which established August 29 as the date for the 1998 Annual Meeting was passed.

Resolution 2, which named F & M Bank of East Troy as the official depository for the District was passed.

Resolutions 3 and 4, which established operating and special project budgets for 1998 were passed.  The two budgets remain the same as in 1997.

Resolution 5, authorized the Commissioners to borrow up to $32,000 for special projects. 

Resolution 6, which authorized the Commissioners to apply for any applicable grants that would benefit the District was also approved.

Reports were presented on the state of the equipment owned by the District.  The cutter performed well this year, with only minor maintenance needed.  The elevators are only a few years old and are still in excellent shape.  The truck that hauls weeds also needed some maintenance work.  It may not look like much, but it’s a dependable performer. 

People at the meeting were very pleased with the quality and level of the Lake, despite some vandalism to the dam which resulted in a late-year drop in the level.

It was reported that several riparian properties -- all non-buildable -- will be deeded to the District with significant land use restriction.  The land will be maintained by the District for the benefit of the lake.  

Work continues to have the District take legal possession of the dam.  To do so, the District must be named a legal heir to the property where the dam sits.  Despite the vandalism, the dam is doing fairly well.

The property owners’ survey is mostly complete, with more than 65 percent of residents responding.  Weed control was  the number one concern of  homeowners.  

The plant survey indicates that homeowners’ concerns are well placed.  Eurasian milfoil is dominating the plant species.  Where 17 plant species could be identified in 1992, only 12 could be found in 1997.

Tom Jordens was reelected Commissioner and Treasurer.  Karen Winkelman continues to serve as Chairman, Jeff Beiriger as Secretary.

Residents were reminded to check their boats and piers at the end of this season for any signs of zebra mussels.  If you see anything odd, call a Commissioner. 

Boat Parade Winners
More than fifteen boats took part in this year’s Boat Parade, held Friday, July 4.  Thanks to all of you who participated and to those who cheered us on from the shore.   The theme for this year’s parade was “Christmas in July”

Lighting of The Lake
As night fell came upon the Lake, more than 125 flares were lit, basking the shoreline in a brilliant glow.  It was a special display of community spirit --  and it helped us raise more than $300 for the District too.  Thanks to those who bought flares and we look forward to next year!
District Agrees to Seek DNR Approval for Chemical Treatment for Milfoil, Other Harmful Weeds

At the 1996 Annual Meeting, the Commissioners were asked to explore alternatives to mechanical weed harvesting to control the Eurasian milfoil in Potters Lake.  The topic was discussed again at the Spring meeting of the District and at a Special Meeting held in June.  

At the June meeting, residents met Brian Suffern from Marine Biochemists (Mequon).  Brian, along with Kathy Arons, the District’s lake quality consultant, and the DNR, discussed the status of the lake and several available options -- all acceptable, with proper documentation, to the DNR.   The residents, after hearing the facts, asked that a full-lake chemical treatment using Sonar A.S.Herbicide be considered.

At the Annual Meeting, Mr. Suffern went through a proposal for a Sonar treatment.  Mr. Suffern answered questions and the treatment was unanimously approved by the residents of the District.  Some of the questions were:

Q. Now that the District has approved the treatment, when can we expect DNR approval?

A.  A permit was filed with the DNR September 2 and preliminary approval was given soon after.  Pending a review of comments to the legal notice which appeared in the September 3 edition of  The East Troy News, final approval is imminent.

Q.  If DNR gives final approval, when will the treatment take place?

A.  The treatment would probably be done between September 24 and October 3.  The treatment, which takes 4-5 hours, will be done on a day when weather conditions are favorable.

Q.  Are there any water use restrictions?

A.  Yes.  To ensure proper dilutions and an even application, neither the public nor residents will be allowed to use the lake for 24 hours after the treatment.  In addition, there is a 30-day restriction on the use of lake water for watering lawns and house plants.  Signs will be posted at the public launch and at each pier a few days before the treatment.

Q.  Do I need to pull my pier for the treatment?

A.  No.  The treatment is applied no closer than 150-200 feet from shore, so you may leave your pier in.

Q.  Has Sonar been tried anywhere else?

A.  Yes -- in Wisconsin and other states.  What makes this application unique in Wisconsin is that it is a whole-lake application.

Q.  Will Sonar affect the fish?

A.  From the perspective of toxins, current research indicates no effect on fish or foul.  The destruction of the milfoil cover, however, will favor the larger pan fish and predator fish.  It could mean less, but bigger, fish in Potters Lake.

Q.  Will it work?

A.  Potters Lake seems an ideal candidate for a full-lake treatment.  The manufacturer guarantees 80 percent elimination of milfoil for 1998.  That doesn’t mean there won’t be any weeds!  We are  selectively destroying milfoil to encourage native species.  In addition, the nature of milfoil is such that it will probably return in 1999 and beyond.  Milfoil can be spot-treated after next year.

Q.  What will it cost?  

A.  The total cost of the treatment will be around $30,000.  The cost will be paid by the District without raising the tax rate.  Resolution 5, passed at the Annual Meeting, gives the District the authority to borrow up to $32,000 for special projects -- like a Sonar treatment.  Any funds borrowed will be repaid from 1997 surplus, projected reductions in harvesting operations in 1998, and a projected surplus in 1998.  

Q.  Who should I call for more information?

A.  Contact a  Commissioner -- Karen Winkelman, (815) 547-3478; Tom Jordens, (920) 625-3294, or Jeff Beiriger, (414) 642-8742.  They’ll answer your questions, get you an answer, or put you in touch with someone who can answer your question.  The Commissioners can also arrange for you to review a copy of the permit application and proposed treatment plan.

With confidence, we move forward, having selected the alternative which  will  provide the best future for Potters Lake and for those who call it home.

