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JUNE/JULY 2003

SUMMARY – SPRING MEETING

It was great to see another good turnout for our May 10 meeting, but we’d still like to see more of you.  If there’s a reason you don’t attend – bad dates, bad times, always the same, old stuff, whatever – we’d like to know.  Give one of your Commissioners a call (our phone numbers are at the end of this newsletter) or send us an e-mail at mail@potterslake.org.  And if you do attend and have ideas for how we can make the meetings better, let us know that too.  

Here’s what happened at the meeting….

Kathy Aron of Aron & Associates, the District’s lake management consultant, presented information about the District’s aquatic plant management plan.  It was noted that Eurasian Watermilfoil began to reappear in the lake in a small areas in 2001.  That area was successfully treated using 2-4-D.  In 2002, an aquatic plant survey indicated a reemergence of milfoil along the north and west shoreline requiring treatment, once again using 2-4-D.  The survey was repeated later in the year in response to the District’s concerns regarding the presence of milfoil along the south shoreline.

Most thought the milfoil treatment done last year was relatively ineffective.  A winter with above average temperatures, little snowfall, and open water contributed to continued milfoil growth throughout the winter and with spring came a full-blown reemergence.  The reemergence raised many questions about the nature of reintroduction of milfoil into the lake.  Since it is unlikely that such a uniform reemergence would result from weeds coming off a launched boat, it has been suggested that seeds, some dormant for several years, may have caused the re-growth.  If this is the case, this could be an important clue for the long-term eradication of milfoil from Wisconsin lakes.  Residents should continue to rake floating weeds from the shoreline as this is a known method for the spread of milfoil and should make every effort to not stir up bottom sediments.

For 2003, residents should expect a year similar to those experienced before the lake was treated with Sonar five years ago.  The District applied for and received a permit and the District residents approved spending up to $10,000 to use 2-4-D in a near-shore treatment that took place at the end of May.  The treatment area was generally the entire shoreline of the lake excepting areas near the public launch and the marsh.  The treatment was guaranteed 80 percent effective and the results have been mostly satisfactory.  A few areas still have patches of milfoil.  

In addition, the District will use the permit it received last year to harvest aquatic plants, so the harvester has been out on the lake as much as is necessary to control the milfoil.  In the first few weeks of cutting, several loads were taken out each day.  Lately, there haven’t been enough weeds to justify cutting more than a couple of hours.  

In the five years since the District harvested weeds, the DNR has published new rules regarding what areas can and cannot be harvested, including areas in and around piers.  The permit prohibits the District from harvesting in areas where bottom sediments will be stirred up.  That means no weed pick-ups.  The Town compost site is open every other weekend and will take weeds.  The new rules also allow residents to remove near-shore weeds in an area no more than 30-feet wide.  

The third part of the aquatic plant management plan is to apply for a permit to conduct another whole-lake treatment this fall using Sonar (or its generic equivalent).  The District approved spending up to $50,000 for this treatment.  It was noted that the use of Sonar continues to be closely monitored by the DNR and that approval, despite its previous success on Potter’s Lake, is questionable at best.  Residents recommended voicing their opinions to their legislators, for or against, regarding the proposed whole-lake treatment and the DNR’s pending decision on the permit application.  Our State legislators, should you wish to make you thoughts known, are listed below.

State Senator Mary Lazich


State Representative Scott Gunderson

P.O. Box 7882




P.O. Box 8952

Madison, WI  53707-7882


Madison, WI   53708-8952

(800) 334-1442




(888) 534-0083

sen.lazich@legis.state.wi.us


rep.gunderson@legis.state.wi.us
Although perhaps not at an historic low, the lake level is down significantly.  Rains in early May added some volume to the lake, but it’s been dry this week and the level remains perhaps 18 inches or more below normal levels.  As a result, the dam is not really coming into play this year.  The level will continue to be monitored, but without rain and snow, a seepage lake such as Potter’s Lake cannot make up lost volume.  The lake, it was noted, has few springs to replenish water.   Residents were encouraged to keep an eye on the lake level so as to not have problems removing boats at the end of the season.  Watch the news and you’ll see how folks out east went from drought to deluge.  We need it, but in moderation, please!

Residents were advised that several communities have adopted phosphate-free fertilizer ordinances for riparian (lake-front) and/or watershed properties.  Residents were encouraged to find out more about the issue and to review a list of providers of phosphate-free fertilizers which is available on the website.

The last time the lake had a fish survey was in 1999.  A survey has been scheduled for 2004.  Anecdotally, some fishermen have reported small, stunted fish while others are reporting larger game fish, particularly largemouth bass.

The Town of East Troy has assured the District that it will make a presence on the lake again in 2003.  In addition, the Town will enforce “no parking” provisions along Highway L and in the public launch area.  The triangle-shaped property on Shorewood Drive and adjacent to the launch sometimes draws vehicles but is private property that must be marked before any citations can be issued.  The residents along Shorewood Drive own the land and with their permission, the District placed signs on the property a few years ago.  The signs were removed by a vandal and have not been replaced.  The Commissioners were asked to review the feasibility of developing a self-funded or volunteer lake patrol.  Failing to maintain a proper distance from the buoys continues to be an enforcement issue.      

ANNUAL MEETING/PICNIC

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Annual Meeting of the District, Saturday, September 13.  The Annual Meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. at Town Hall and will be immediately followed by a picnic for District residents.  We may also be conducting a budget hearing this year, a response to a recent Supreme Court decision that affect Wisconsin lake districts such as ours.  You will receive notice prior to the meeting.

Remember, under the Wisconsin Open Meeting law, items brought up at the Annual Meeting during the open comment period may not be immediately acted upon.  If you have items you’d like to have considered for the meeting, please contact a commissioner.

BOAT PARADE/LIGHTING OF THE LAKE

The Boat Parade will be held Friday, July 4 at 5:00 p.m.  The Lighting of the Lake will be held a little later that same day, beginning just after it gets good and dark, about 9:15 p.m.  So plan you day like this….  Ride in the boat parade.  Have dinner.  Get comfortable outside.  Light your flares.  Watch the fireworks.  Enjoy!  Once again, we’ve spent tens of dollars on fabulous prizes – water toys, bug spray, snacks, and too much more to list.  

Volunteers will be by to sell flares on Saturday, June 28 and Sunday, June 29.  If we miss you, we’ll leave a note and you can swing by Jeff & Elizabeth Beiriger’s place (W1085 Spleas Skoney Road, 262/642-8742) and pick your flares up during the week.  Call first to make sure someone’s home!

POTTER’S LAKE WEBSITE

Stop by the District’s website at www.potterslake.org.  The site has been very well received, both by District residents and others who have surfed their way to our site.  You’ll find all sorts of useful information about our Lake and links for lake living.  And don’t forget to bookmark the site and stop by often as we’re updating the site regularly.

E-NEWSLETTERS

About sixty-five residents are now receiving this newsletter electronically!  But we’d still like it if we had even more.  If you’d like to receive your newsletter electronically – and we can send more than one copy per household – let us know by sending us an e-mail to mail@potterslake.org.  Receiving your newsletter electronically saves us time and money, so we really appreciate your making this transition.  

SAFE FUELING TIPS

* Use only approved containers for transporting gasoline.

* Make sure the boat is clear of any passengers.

* Turn off the engine and all electrical devices (including the blowers).

* No smoking or open flames!

* Do not top off.  Leave room for expansion.

* If there is a spill, wipe it up immediately.

* After fueling, run the blowers for several minutes.

* DO NOT start the engine if you smell fuel.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & REPORTING SAFETY CONCERNS

If you need to report an emergency on Potter’s Lake, call 911.  If you would like to report a non-emergency, safety concern, or a possible violation of an ordinance, contact the non-emergency number at (262) 642-3700.  

Remember, you can also point out safety concerns to neighbors and fellow boaters.  Many people who visit Potter’s Lake are, despite the signage at the public launch, unaware of our special rules – skiing hours, counter-clockwise direction, and no doubles on weekends.  A friendly reminder goes a long way!  After all, you could be helping to save the other boater from a warning, a citation, or maybe even an accident.  

And don’t forget to make certain that your guests are aware of the rules on Potter’s Lake.  Keep a copy of the rules handy, stop by the public launch, or visit the website and you’ll find the rules posted there.  The biggest problems tend to be pulling doubles on weekends, after-hour skiing/tubing, slow/no-wake, and the operation of a boat at a distance of less than 100 feet and a personal water craft (PWC) at a distance of less than 200 feet from other boats, piers, buoys, etc.  Other common problems?  Failure to have required safety devices on board – flares, fire extinguishers, and an adequate amount of the proper flotation devices.

CONTACTING A COMMISSIONER

You can e-mail us at mail@potterslake.org or visit us at our website, www.potterslake.org and send a message from there.  You can also send us correspondence to P.O. Box 808, East Troy, Wisconsin, 53120.  Your elected commissioners are:

Jeff Beiriger (01-04) 

Jana Charvat (02-05)

Barry Bonneau (00-03)

 

Chairman


Treasurer


Secretary

(262) 642-8742


(262) 642-4599


(262) 642-2992

Roy Lightfield (Walworth County) and Clayton Montez (Town of East Troy) are appointed.







