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LAKE LEVEL

Well, so much for the lake being low.  We got our first call the other day about the lake being too high.  Another followed soon thereafter.  Here’s the scoop….

The lake is high.  Water is flowing over the dam and will continue to do so for a while.  At the end of last year, the lake level was so low, that measuring gauge was rendered useless.  Now, it's above 8.0.  The normal level is a few inches below that.  It seems like we say it a lot, but please be patient.  The level will return to normal in time.  We cannot lower the dam and just drain the water out.

District residents, at an Annual Meeting a couple of years back, established the lake level.  Once agreed to, we worked with the DNR and that was that.  The District cannot just raise and lower the dam level on our own and if we were to play with it, it would be altering the "natural" state of things.  Don’t like the lake level this high?  If we play with the level on our own, we just might be told to really make things "natural" and pull the dam out altogether.  Goodbye, Potter’s Lake.  Patience probably works better.

WEEDS

Hurrah!  All the milfoil is gone!

Just kidding.  It’s still out there, but it is dying off.  We knew it would take a while using Sonar.  It’s part of the deal.  We could use other products, but the milfoil would be back.  The mission was to get the milfoil out forever.  I think the word the DNR used was “eradicate.”  

By all measures, things are on track.  We treated in early May at 6 parts per billion and the level of Sonar remaining in the lake after a few weeks and after several big rains was around 4 parts per billion, right where we expected it to be.  On June 11, the level of Sonar was "bumped" back up to 6 parts per billion.

Plants on the east side of the lake are responding faster, it seems, but all of the milfoil plants are responding.  Again, please be patient.  When we treated a few years back, we treated in November.  Few of us knew whether the treatment was working or not since the days were ticking by when we weren’t using the lake.  This time, we can see what’s happening.  

Our goal was to remove milfoil from Potter's Lake for the long haul and not by any set date.  This is a five-year treatment plan and this is just the second month.  If we miss our deadline by a week or two, it won't mean much over a five-year period and beyond.  You can help by removing floating weeds from the lake and from your trailer whenever you launch your boat.  Also, we would like to find some folks interested in doing watercraft/trailer inspections at the public launch on some of the busier days.  We’ll provide a little stipend for helping out, but we need you to attend a training session.  The training session is July 23, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., in Elkhorn.  For information, contact Jeff Beiriger at (262) 642-8742. 

BOAT PARADE/LIGHTING OF THE LAKE

The Boat Parade will be held Monday, July 4 at 6:30 p.m.  The Lighting of the Lake will be held a little later that same day; beginning just after it gets good and dark, about 9:15 p.m.  

Here’s a plan for the day.  Relax with friends and family.  Decorate your boat with friends and family.  Ride in the boat parade or cheer us on with friends and family.  Have dinner with friends and family.  Get comfortable outside with friends and family.  Fight of the mosquitoes.  Friend and family probably won’t help you this time.  Sorry.  Light your flares and watch the fireworks with friends and family.  Send everyone home.  You’re exhausted!

Details about the Boat Parade and the Lighting of the Lake are enclosed.  We could still use some volunteers to help us sell flares on Saturday, July 3 and Sunday, July 4.  If you’re interested, call us at (262) 642-8742.  It's a great way to meet your neighbors and check out everyone else’s view of the lake.

ANNUAL MEETING/PICNIC

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Annual Meeting of the District, Saturday, September 11.  The Annual Meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. at Town Hall and will be immediately followed by a picnic for District residents.  

POTTER’S LAKE WEBSITE

Stop by the District’s website at www.potterslake.org.  The site has been very well received, both by District residents and others who have surfed their way to our site.  You’ll find all sorts of useful information about our Lake and links for lake living.  

E-NEWSLETTERS

If you’d like to receive your newsletter electronically – and we can send more than one copy per household – let us know by sending us an e-mail to mail@potterslake.org.  Receiving your newsletter electronically saves us time and money, so we really appreciate your making this transition.  

CONTACTING A COMMISSIONER

You can e-mail us at mail@potterslake.org or visit us at our website, www.potterslake.org and send a message from there.  You can also send us correspondence to P.O. Box 808, East Troy, Wisconsin, 53120.  Your elected commissioners are:

Jeff Beiriger (02-04) 

Jana Charvat (03-05)

Barry Bonneau (04-06)

 

Chairman


Treasurer


Secretary

(262) 642-8742


(262) 642-4599


(262) 642-2992

Roy Lightfield (Walworth County) and Clayton Montez (Town of East Troy) are appointed.

