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Mark Your Calendars

Important dates for 2005:

Spring Meeting

To Be Announced

Boat Parade


July 3, 6:30 p.m.

Lighting of the Lake

July 3, 9:00 p.m.

Budget Hearing

September 10, 10:00 a.m. 

Annual Meeting

September 10, 10:30 a.m.

Picnic



September 10, 11:45 a.m.

Merchandise Available

Potter’s Lake merchandise is finally available!  An order form is included with this newsletter.  We will collect orders through December 3.  We will only accept orders that are paid in full (checks only, payable to Potter’s Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District) in advance.  Orders should arrive December 17 – in time for the holidays!  Some items require a minimum group purchase to be ordered.  If we do not receive enough orders for that item, it may not be available or it may be available at a slightly higher price.  If that happens, we will let you know what your options are. 

For more information, call Jeff at (262) 642-8742.

Weed Treatment – Update

At this time of year, milfoil doesn’t grow all that much.  If there is any milfoil remaining, and our recent surveys indicate there isn’t, we would more likely see it again in the spring.  We have already been communication with the DNR, SePro (the manufacturer of Sonar), and Marine Biochemists (the applicator) about our options if we see milfoil reemerge.   In accordance with our treatment plan, we will do what is necessary to remove all milfoil from the lake.

Restroom Facilities Improved

On a Saturday afternoon a few weeks ago, we bumped into a hard-working crew who was building a new base for the portable restroom facilities at the public launch.  Our thanks to the volunteers from Globe Conservation for their work on the public launch area!

USGS Surveys

Copies of the United State Geological Survey (USGS) data for Potter’s Lake can be found on the USGS website:  
http://wi.water.usgs.gov/publications
Fisheries Survey

Earlier this year, the DNR did an extensive shocking of the Lake to determine the species and size of fish in Potter’s Lake.  A follow-up survey was done in early October.  The surveys are the baseline measures and will be used for comparison purposes when the Lake is surveyed again in a few years.  The DNR hopes to learn more about what effect, if any, the chemical treatment may have on fisheries.  

The preliminary data from this spring told us this….

Largemouth bass were the most abundant gamefish.  37 percent of the bass in the sample were legal size fish (14 inches or larger).  

Four northern pike were caught and ranged in length between 17.5 and 25.4 inches. 

Bluegills were the most abundant panfish in the sample.  Bluegills were between 3.2 and 6.6 inches long.  Other panfish fish caught were black crappie, pumpkinseed, yellow perch, black bullhead, and brown bullhead. 

21 carp were captured.  Length ranged between 13.0 and 22.8 inches.

2 white suckers and 8 golden shiners were also collected. 

The data from the fall survey has not yet been released.  We’ll keep you posted.

Pier Ordinances – Revised Rules Proposed

Basically, there are three types under the proposed rule – exempt, general, and individual.  “Exempt” means that the pier conforms to the administrative rule and requires no permits.  “General” and “Individual” would require that the DNR issue a permit before the pier can be installed.  This rule affects new and existing piers.

If approved, the new rule would go into effect next spring and be implemented within 18 months.  That means you have two seasons to make certain your pier is either exempt or has received a permit.  A permit is issued on a one-time basis.  The cost of the permit is $300.00.

To be exempt, and most of our piers are, the pier must be no wider than six feet and no longer than is necessary to access a boat in approximately 3 feet of water.  Three boats are allowed to be docked per 50 feet of frontage and one additional boat for each additional 50 feet.  A landing of no more than 200 square feet, including the attached portion of the pier, is allowed.  That means a typical 4-foot wide dock with an 8-foot by 8-foot landing would easily comply with the new rules.  In an earlier draft, all platforms would have required a permit.

These rules are not final, but are nearing completion.  More information and a copy of the proposal can be found on DNR’s Web site, http://www.dnr.wi.gov. 

Committees Forming

At the Annual Meeting, there was discussion about creating several committees to put together a little something for everyone.  We are looking for people to develop plans for the following:

Pontoon Tie-Up.  Essentially, this committee would be responsible for organizing some sort of weekly, monthly, or annual get together when pontoons could tie up in the center of the Lake.  People could relax and get to know their neighbors.  On some lakes, folks bring dishes to pass.

Fishing Contest.  We used to hold the Carp Out and Jamboree.  When that went away, so did our only fishing contest.  This committee would look at putting together a fishing contest of some kind – for the grown-ups and for the kids.

Social/Event.  We’ve had people make all sorts of suggestions for events.  Barbecues.  Concerts.  Caroling.  Skating.  Golf.  Waterski Shows.  There’s no shortage of ideas, but there’s always a shortage of people willing to get things going.  This committee would do just that.

Skiing.  There are some serious water skiers on the Lake.  This committee would look at the feasibility of harnessing some of that talent, setting up a course, and having a go at skiing buoys.

If you are interested in helping with any of these committees, please contact one of the commissioners.  If we don’t hear from you, we’ll assume there’s not enough interest in that committee and we’ll leave that committee rest until you tell us otherwise. 

Most Common Violations

Here are the most often cited violations of the State’s boating laws:

1.  Unsafe operation of personal watercraft (PWC).

2.  Insufficient number of personal flotation devices.

3.  Not having registration numbers displayed.

4.  Entering prohibited areas.

5.  Operating while under the influence of drugs/alcohol.

Website/E-mail

Don’t forget to stop by the Potter’s Lake website at www.potterslake.org.  You’ll also find valuable information about lakes in our area at the Walworth County Lakes Association website at www.walworthcountylakes.org.

And if you’re not receiving your newsletter electronically, please send us your e-mail and we’ll put you on the list.  You get all of the same information, only sooner.  Plus, you’ll get periodic updates that are posted to the website, but aren’t necessarily sent out by mail.

November 2004

