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Spring Meeting

Just a reminder that the Spring Meeting of the Potter’s Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District will be held on Saturday, May 14, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the East Troy Town Hall.  Coffee and sweet rolls will be served.  At the meeting, you’ll hear an update on many of the items contained in this newsletter, particularly the status of our whole-lake treatment.  This newsletter is the only notice you’ll receive for the meeting, so mark your calendars and tell a neighbor!

Whole Lake Treatment - Update

A plant survey was conducted in early April and while there is good growth of native plants, there is still some milfoil in the lake.  There’s not a lot, it’s not robust, but it’s out there.  Our five-year aquatic plant management program starts with the “eradication” of all milfoil in the lake and requires that we continue to knock it down as it reemerges.

We were watching this situation last fall and it was recommended by everyone involved that we wait until spring to decide what to do next.  It’s spring, and we’re real close to making some decisions.

Under the warranty/guarantee with the applicator and the manufacturer of Sonar (the herbicide used to treat for milfoil), the product can be reapplied at no expense to the district.  We believe the permit with the DNR allows reapplication as well, but we’re still working things through with the DNR.

We should know a lot more by May 14.  If anything develops before then, we’ll keep you posted by e-mail (assuming we have your e-mail).  Whether it is before or after May 14, you will receive advanced notice of a reapplication and posters will be placed on piers when the treatment occurs.   

Lake Level

Compared to last April, the lake level is up dramatically.  In fact, lake levels are up everywhere.  Lake Michigan is more than 9 inches higher than in 2004, though it is still 9 inches below its long-term average.  Higher lake levels are great news for the shipping industry.  A one-inch increase in the level of the Great Lakes allows a 1000-foot freighter to carry an additional 270 tons of freight!

Speaking of lake levels, we saw an interesting article that said that an inch of rain on one acre of land equals 27,000 gallons of water.  A one-inch inch increase in our lake level, therefore, would be 4.86 million gallons of water (180 x 27,000)!  Since the level is up at least 12 inches since last year, that’s an amazing increase of more than 58 million gallons of water!

Arbor Day Trees

Walworth County offered free trees to lake districts and other organizations to celebrate Arbor Day, and we decided to take advantage of the offer.  We will be planting some trees this spring on several of the district properties, with an emphasis on the property around the storage building.

Idle Thoughts For People On The Lake

One of the nice things about living on the lake is that it reminds you that you have more friends than you remembered.  But where are all of those friends on the days when the piers go in and out?

Why is it that nothing “marine quality” costs less than $100.00?

We thought we were off to a bad start when a neighbor told us last week that there were, “…loons on the lake.”  Turns out he meant birds, not boaters.  Can’t say that we’ve experienced loons out here before.  Word is, their distinctive call was quite wonderful to hear.

Watch Your Weight

Ever do the math on your boat’s capacity?  The average per person weight is around 140 pounds, based on a mix of men, women and children.  The average was last changed in 1960.  The average weight for an adult has increased 25 pounds since then, and the Coast Guard is looking to use a 50-50 mix of men and women (no children) to calculate the new average weight.  If approved, the new average weight per person would be 174 pounds.  That change would probably drop the capacity for most of our boats by one person.  Pay attention to your weight capacities (especially some of our over-crowded pontoons)!  An overweight boat is a likely candidate for capsizing.  

Spring Safety Check-Up

You can find information in your owner’s manuals and on-line at the Coast Guard and DNR websites about each of the following.  Before you launch your boat, make sure you know about safety requirements and recommended service for all of the following:

Personal Flotation Devices

Fire Extinguisher

Fuel System 



Blower

Flame Arrestor



Boat Lights

Trailer Lights



Wheel Bearings

Trailer Winch



Ropes

Anchor




Flares

Horn, Whistle



Bilge Pumps

Paddle




Battery

Drain Plugs



Hoses, Lines, Fittings

Fuel Tanks/Containers


Boat Numbers and Registration

Harold Dehnke

It is with great sadness that we learned that Harold Dehnke passed away in March.  Many of you were friends and neighbors.  Many of you knew Harold as one of the hard-working men who do the work of the district.  Harold logged countless hours on the weed harvester and hauling weeds in the truck.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bonnie, his wife, and all of the family.  We will miss him….

Buoys In

It took about 90 minutes to put the buoys in, with four men loading them up and two dropping them around the shoreline.  There are fewer buoys out there right now, since we didn’t replace some of the older buoys.  We should have a few more buoys out there before the boating season really gets going in mid-May.  The buoys may not be exactly where they were last year.  That’s OK.  They were placed where they do the most good – in more shallow and more sensitive areas.  

Merchandise

We’ll have some Potter’s Lake merchandise available at the meeting in May, but not much, since almost all of the products we ordered were sold in December.  We’ll have coffee mugs for certain and a few hats and t-shirts.  We’ll also have order forms for those of you interested in ordering something.  For those of you who can’t join us at the meeting, we’ll mail/e-mail order forms with the summary of the meeting, probably in late May.  Orders will be due by mid-June and should be available for the Fourth of July weekend.

Pier Rules

The DNR continues to work on rules to address piers.  An early version of the rules would have prohibited almost any type of “L-shaped” piers.   That’s been revised.  Under the most recent revision, few of the piers on our lake would have a problem.  Visit most any other lake and you’ll see why new rules are being proposed.  Additional information is available on the DNR website.

Committees

There was very little interest in some of the committees we tried to form.  The committees were to address the possibilities for a water skiing course, a fishing contest, and a social event.  Of the three, there seems to be the greatest interest in water skiing, and we suspect that group will continue to meet.  Only one person expressed an interest in a fishing contest and nobody was interested in the social event.  If not you, who?  If there still isn’t significant interest after the May 21 meeting, we’ll consider these dead issues for the time being.  If you’re interested, contact a commissioner.

BOAT PARADE/LIGHTING OF THE LAKE

The Boat Parade has been tentatively set for Saturday, July 2 at 6:30 p.m.  The Lighting of the Lake will be held later that same day, beginning around 9:00 p.m.  Flares will be sold on Friday evening, July 1, and Saturday morning, July 2.  If there is a change in the date, it will be announced in the post-meeting newsletter.  Please volunteer to help us sell flares!

ICE-OFF DATE

For anyone keeping score, the official “ice-of” date for Potter’s Lake was March 30.  The ice-off date is the date on which all of the ice is off the lake.  Although we’ve only been keeping an ice-on and ice-off history for a few years, our memory tells us that this year’s ice-of date was about two weeks later than usual.

Clean Boats, Clean Waters – Workers Needed

We’re still looking for people interested in helping us with our Clean Boats, Clean Waters program.  We’re looking for an energetic person will take the “train the trainer” course (May 19, 4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the Walworth County Annex Building in Elkhorn) and then organize and conduct a training program for additional workers.  This isn’t really a “volunteer” position – you get paid!  So do the folks who attend training and help us a few weekends this summer by passing out information and inspecting boats and trailers as the put their boats in and pull them out of the lake.  

This program is part of the lake’s overall aquatic plant management program.  There’s no sense getting the milfoil out of the lake if we allow boats to reintroduce!  If you would like to be the program coordinator or one of the inspectors, please call a commissioner. 

ANNUAL MEETING/PICNIC

Mark your calendar for the Annual Meeting, which will be held on Saturday, September 10 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Town Hall.  The meeting will be followed immediately by a picnic for District residents.  

POTTER’S LAKE WEBSITE

Stop by the District’s website at www.potterslake.org.  The site has been very well received, both by District residents and others who have surfed their way to our site.  We’re in the process of updating the site, so please check back often.  If you have a recommendation for a link or information you’d like to see on the website, contact one of the commissioners. 

E-NEWSLETTERS

If you’d like to receive your newsletter electronically, let us know by sending us an e-mail to mail@potterslake.org.  Receiving your newsletter electronically saves us time and money, and the folks on our electronic mailing list receive more frequent updates.  All updates are posted to the website.  And if you do elect to receive your newsletter electronically, please make us a “friendly” sender when you set your “spam” filters.

PHOSPHORUS-FREE FERTILIZERS

We suggest them.  The often-unnecessary phosphorus in fertilizers makes it’s way into the lake, feeding milfoil and algae growth.  Stein’s (2220 East Moreland, Brookfield) and Cooperative Plus (N8265 County Road N) carry phosphorus-free fertilizers.

CONTACTING A COMMISSIONER

You can e-mail us at mail@potterslake.org or visit us at our website, www.potterslake.org and send a message from there.  You can also send us correspondence to P.O. Box 808, East Troy, Wisconsin, 53120.  Your elected commissioners are:

Jeff Beiriger (05-07) 

Jana Charvat (03-05)

Barry Bonneau (04-06)

 

Chairman


Treasurer


Secretary

(262) 642-8742


(262) 642-4599


(262) 642-2992

Roy Lightfield (Walworth County) and Robert Mueller (Town of East Troy) are appointed.

