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Summary – Annual Meeting

Minutes of the 2004 Annual Meeting were approved as presented.  The Treasurer reported that the District has assets of $215,291.36 in certificates of deposit, and checking and savings accounts. The District has no outstanding liabilities.  Any surplus for the current year will be deposited for future projects that are critical to the watershed.  

Kathy Aron (Aron & Associates) provided an update regarding the whole-lake treatment, water quality, and other lake-related matters.  The most recent plant surveys indicate that there is no milfoil in the lake.  The commissioners reported that Northern Pike will be stocked in 2006.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding non-point source pollution concerns from farms along East Miramar and Stone School.  Representatives from the District and Walworth County have been talking and will met with the land owners to discuss modified farming practices and the potential for the District to purchase portions of the properties and to conduct remediation projects.

Volunteers for the Clean Boats Clean Waters program were thanked for their participation this year.  Volunteers were at the launch inspecting boats nearly every weekend morning throughout the summer.  Individuals wishing to volunteer for 2006 were encouraged to contact a commissioner.

Information about the pier ordinance that was passed by the Town of East Troy was distributed.  It is the responsibility of the police to enforce the ordinance.  New signage has been placed by the public launch regarding removal of aquatic plants.  The Town of East Troy will be asked for assistance regarding parking along East Miramar.

The Boat Parade and Lighting of the Lake will be held Saturday, July 1, 2006.  The spring meeting has been tentatively set for Saturday, May 13.  The Annual Meeting & Picnic will be held Saturday, September 9.

The District plans to pursue closure on several legal matters related to the transfer of property to the District.  The District will also be checking on the status of various documents including titles, deeds, and insurance policies.  

Resolution 05-3, pertaining to the operating budget ($14,250.00) and a tax levy ($11,250) for the District for 2006, was presented and approved.  Resolution 05-4, pertaining to the lake projects and the weed-harvesting budget ($38,750.00) for the District for 2006, was presented and approved.

Jana Charvat was nominated elected to a three-year term as a Commissioner (2006-2008).   

Commissioners Select New Chairperson

The way our District works, you elect commissioners and the commissioners elect their officers.  For reasons that will become apparent as you read on, the commissioners have elected Barry Bonneau to serve as chairperson for 2006.  Jana Charvat will serve as treasurer and Jeff Beiriger will serve as secretary.

Commissioner Resigns

After nearly a dozen years as a commissioner, Jeff Beiriger has resigned his position effective April 1, 2006.  Jeff will be moving from his place on Potter’s Lake to a home in the Village of East Troy.  In accordance with the bylaws, the chairperson selects a new commissioner to complete the vacated term (April 1, 2006 through December 31, 2007).  That’s the main reason for electing Barry Bonneau to serve as chairperson at this time.  When the new board is in place upon Jeff’s date of resignation, there will be a vacancy as secretary, and the commissioners will vote again to select their officers.
Looking for Help

With a vacancy on the board, this is the opportunity for you to let us know about your interest in serving the District in one of a number of ways.  
Naturally, we’ll be looking for a new commissioner to appoint, but there will be other things to do as well.  We’ll be looking for someone to serve as the coordinator for the boat parade and/or lighting of the lake.  We’ll also be looking for someone to serve as the coordinator for the picnic that follows the annual meeting.  We’ll need a coordinator for the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program.  We could use help with our newsletter and our website too.  And we can use some assistance coordinating some of our activities with the Walworth County Lakes Association and the DNR.  
If you have any interest, please contact one of the commissioners.  Many, but not all, of the activities described above were things Jeff was doing, and he’d be happy to talk with you about what’s involved in putting together some of these programs.
Zebra Mussels
For those of you not on our e-mail distribution list, we received our first report of zebra mussels on Potter’s Lake.  We’re not experts, but there’s no denying that they were zebra mussels.  We asked others around the lake to report any other instances where they were found while taking out piers or hoists, but those who reported told us that there was nothing to be found.  To be clear, it’s not a question of whether we have zebra mussels or not.  We do.  The question is the extent to which we have them.  Keep on the look for this aquatic invasive next year and be sure to report anything to one of your commissioners.
Burning Barrels
A resident reports that burning barrels are available for $20.00 by calling 262/662-4242.  Barrels are a good idea since open burning presents certain dangers and the residual ash can affect the groundwater.
Contacting a Commissioner
You can e-mail us at mail@potterslake.org or visit us at our website, www.potterslake.org and send a message from there.  You can also send us correspondence to:

Potter’s Lake Protection District

P.O. Box 808
East Troy, Wisconsin, 53120
Your elected commissioners are:

Jeff Beiriger (05-07) 

Jana Charvat (06-08)

Barry Bonneau (04-06)
 

Secretary


Treasurer


Chairman

(262) 642-8742

(262) 642-4599

(262) 642-2992

Your appointed commissioners are:

Roy Lightfield 

Robert Mueller
Walworth County 

Town of East Troy

Why Potter’s Lake?

Many have asked us to repeat our backgrounder on the namesake of Potter’s Lake, and a summary from a history of county residents appears below.

John Fox Potter was born at Augusta, Maine, May 11, 1817. He became, like his father, a lawyer, and coming to East Troy in 1838 he became also a farmer, having settled on three hundred and fifty acres of land.  His land nearly enclosed a lake (Potter’s Lake), and on its high bank he built his house.  He married Frances Lewis Fox on October 15, 1839 and they had six children. 
He was elected to the State Assembly and there exposed a railway company's method of influencing a governor, a judge of the supreme court, a legislature, and part of the daily press to secure to itself a large grant of public land in aid of railway building. 

In two of his congressional terms the unending debate on the admission of Kansas, with all its wanderings, overshadowed other proceedings, and in his third term the consideration of war measures was always in hand. In the first four years he found occasions to use his fists with much practical and some scenic effect in battles on the floor of the House.

 Near the end of his last session, in 1863, Mrs. Potter died of typhoid fever contracted while trying to better the conditions of a badly managed military hospital. She was a high-minded, intelligent and brave-spirited woman. On December 7, 1865, he married her sister, Sarah Lewis Fox, who died in 1882. 
In 1873, Democrats of the county named him as their candidate for state senator. He was not fully aware of this action until Election Day, when he disclaimed such political fellowship. Taking an open Republican ballot, he folded it before all men present and thus voted for his Republican opponent. 
He died May 18, 1899. He was a ready, easy speaker, without tricks of elocution, and cared more to convince his hearers than to electrify them or to stir them to transient emotion.
