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E-NEWSLETTERS

If you’d like to receive your newsletter electronically, send your e-mail address to mail@potterslake.org.  Receiving your newsletter electronically saves us time and money, and the folks on our electronic mailing list receive more frequent updates.  All updates are also posted to the website, or will be as soon as I figure out how to do that.  Remember to make us a “friendly” sender when you set your “spam” filters.
SPRING MEETING

An informational meeting for District residents was held on Saturday May 13.  The following is a summary of that meeting.

NEW COMMISSIONER

Jeff Beiriger resigned from his position on the board effective April 1, 2006.  In accordance with the Bylaws of the District, Chairman Barry Bonneau appointed Tom Purvis to complete Jeff’s term to December 2007.  Jeff will continue to advise and assist the board in this transition period.

REPORT BY KATHY ARON (ARON & ASSOCIATES) ON LAKE CONDITIONS

The phosphorous level in the lake was very high last year causing numerous algae blooms.  This was probably caused by the second whole lake chemical treatment in 2004 which resulted in a large volume of decayed milfoil, releasing the phosphates.  Additionally, the milfoil plants also took a long time to die and small live root pieces remained after treatment as well, so the  DNR approved a Spring 2005 re-treatment, but insisted on the higher than original dosage of 8ppm, a mistake, which killed all of the milfoil and about half of the lake’s native plants.  The jury is still out on plant life in the lake, but hopefully native species will rebound this year.  On a recent tour of the lake, Kathy found a milfoil plant floating in the water near the public launch.  Since no other milfoil was found anywhere in the lake, it is assumed that it was dropped from a boat.  Kathy asked for anyone finding milfoil to please make a note of the area (mark it with GPS if possible) and to call one of the District Commissioners.  The area can be treated immediately as we have a standing permit from the DNR, for spot treatment.  It is very doubtful that the DNR would grant us another whole lake treatment permit owing to the massive plant kill in spring 2005.  So it is very important that we keep the milfoil out of the lake!

Water clarity is at 6.24 feet, or at least it was on Tuesday May 9th at about 2:30 PM.

The high concentration of phosphorous in the lake is a concern.  Contributing factors are the loss of native aquatic plants, carp stirring up the bottom, prop wash from boats which can extend as far down as 8 or 9 feet, jet skis are particularly disruptive of the lake sediment owing to their powerful jet stream, lawns being fertilized and invasive aquatic plants being transported into our lake by boats coming from infested area lakes.

What’s needed to help our lake:

· Observe no-wake speeds (10 mph) in shallow water – particularly jet skis

· Use non-phosphorus fertilizer on lawns 

· Protect against soil erosion

· Native aquatic plants may need to be planted in the lake

· Operate Clean Boats/Clean Waters program to keep invasive species out of lake

Handout from Audrey Greene about “Phosphorous and Your Lake” handed out at the meeting.

Water Level

The lake level is dependant solely on the weather and can not be controlled by the dam.  The dam setting is controlled by the DNR. Debris does collect on the dam and is cleaned out periodically by a district employee, but any homeowner is welcome to clean the dam whenever the spirit moves them.

Pier Regulations

Jeff Beiriger gave us an update on the political debate.  Nothing is definite yet.  Senator Mary Lazich, who was present at the meeting, said the situation is “wait and see” at this point.  She would like to receive input on the various proposed regulations from her constituents and not depend on the opinion of the Lakes Association group.  She feels the Lakes Association has its own agenda, which may or may not represent individual lake property owners.  She will send us a survey , which we will post on the website and you can respond directly to the senator.  Call your representative and voice your concerns.

Clean Boats, Clean Waters – Workers Needed

Jeff gave a report on last year’s program.  We spent 150 hours at the launch in 2005.

We’re still looking for people interested in helping us with our Clean Boats, Clean Waters program.  There is a training session on Saturday, May 27 from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. at the East Troy Town Hall to help prepare our volunteers to inspect boats and trailers as they enter and leave Potter’s Lake over the course of the summer. Volunteers will be compensated. We will try to have two people working at a time.  Kids ages 10-16 are welcome if they work with a parent.  This program is required as part of our five-year aquatic plant management grant from the DNR. This type of program helps us keep milfoil and other “hitchhikers” such as Zebra Mussels, blue-green algae, Curly Leaf Pondweed, and other invasive aquatic species, from finding their way into the lake. 

If you want to participate in the training program, please send an e-mail to mail@potterslake.org or contact Jeff at jbeiriger@wi.rr.com  or call Jeff’s cell: (414) 331-2059. 

POTTERS LAKE PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
Jeff reported on the progress being made to clean up titles and deeds for the various properties owned by the district.  Some clerical mishaps need to be clarified but should be sorted out soon.

APPRECIATION FOR SERVICE
Jeff was thanked for all of his years of service to the District and presented with a small liquid token of our appreciation.

SPECIAL EVENTS......................MARK YOUR CALENDARS................
· BOAT PARADE – Saturday July 1 (Rain date Sun July 2)
Start from boat launch area at 7:30pm (after skiing)

This year’s theme:  “PIRATES OF POTTERS LAKE” ......ARRRGH!

· LIGHTING OF THE LAKE – Saturday July 1 (Rain date Sun July 2)
Light flares at 9:30pm (after dark)

Volunteers will sell flares door to door Saturday July 1.  Flares will also be available at the boat launch from the Clean Boats/Clean Waters workers.  Flares are $5 each or three for $10 (proceeds help fund the District picnic held immediately after the annual meeting).  Volunteers are still needed to sell flares.  To volunteer or order flares, call Bob Rice at (262) 745-3092.

· ANNUAL MEETING  - Saturday September 9
Budget meeting at 10:00am followed by general meeting at 10:30am

District Picnic (pizza party) at Town Hall Park after the meeting

WISCONSIN BOATING REGULATIONS
Current booklets available.  Contact a commissioner or get one from the “Clean Boats” workers at the launch.

BEAVERS ON THE LAKE 

Protect your trees!  Chicken wire will do the trick.

CONTACTING A COMMISSIONER

You can e-mail us at mail@potterslake.org or visit us at our website, www.potterslake.org and send a message from there.  You can also send mail to P.O. Box 808, East Troy, WI 53120. Elected commissioners are:

Jana Charvat (06-08)

Barry Bonneau (04-06)


Tom Purvis (06-07)

 

Treasurer


Chairman



Secretary 

(262) 642-4599


(262) 642-2992



(262) 524-1197

