Minutes of the 2008 Annual Meeting of the Potter’s Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District held Saturday, September 6, 2008 at Town Hall, East Troy, Wisconsin.

Present:
Commissioners Barry Bonneau, Jana Charvat, Bob Rice and Joyce Ketchpaw 

Also Present:
25Electors.
Guests: Kathy Aron 

Chairman Bonneau called the Annual Meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

On proper MOTION Minutes of the 2007 Annual Meeting were approved as presented.

The Treasurer reported that the District has assets of $280,887.21 in certificates of deposit, savings, and checking.  The District has no outstanding liabilities.  Net income for the year to date is $24,696.65 At the Budget Hearing prior to the Annual Meeting the Treasurer (Jana) proposed the budget for the 2009 fiscal year.  In anticipation of needing a new dump truck next year it was voted on and funds were set aside in the (Equipment, Tools & Vehicles) fund for this purpose.  Jana also reported that due to declining interest rates that our interest on deposits is expected to be down for next year.  An audit was done on our books this year and we were told that we were ok and a final report will be issued September 12th.   We have also taken the necessary precautions to have the treasurer bonded as of this year.
On proper MOTION, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.  

The Commissioners welcomed Kathy Aron, from Aron & Associates, to provide an update regarding the whole-lake treatment, water quality, and other lake-related matters.  Kathy reported that this year was a very hard year for predictions due to all the rain and high water we have had.  The level of the lake made it impossible to treat until later in the year.   There were 2 treatments done with the first being May 20th and the second July 2nd.  The drainage this year brought more nutrients into the lake than usual and is why we were seeing some increase algae growth.  Curley Leaf Pondweed and Milfoil are both back and present in our lake with the main areas of concern being the bay by the boat launch and the south and east shorelines in that area.  She is working on updating our lake management plan to submit to the DNR and will also be applying for a new 5yr permit.  Her hope is to do an early spring treatment for our lake with auqithal K which if done early will treat not only the Curly Leaf Pondweed but the Milfoil as well.  She also noted that property owners are able to manually clear 30ft of their frontage by hand and as far out as they like.  This must be done in the same area year after year.  Meaning you cannot alternate areas you clear each year to get a wider path.  Barry asked about the effect of high water and boat traffic on the lake and Kathy replied by saying that it does negatively impact our wetlands and shorelines.  Keeping boat traffic to a minimum during times of high water is good for the lake and is safer for boaters as you cannot always see the floating wood adrift.
Barry asked about the stance of the DNR on Dams because of the high water issue.  Kathy replied by saying that the DNR would rather not have dams in general because of all the confusion of ownership and liability issues.  If we did want to change anything with our dam it would have to be brought up to current standards and is something that she would not recommend doing.

Commissioners’ Report:

Barry addressed the concern of the bogs that broke loose this year.  We worked with the town and Greg’s pier service to have them removed from the lake.  It was determined that they came loose due to the unusually high water and the active beavers.  We do not expect this to be an ongoing problem
There has been continued runoff from the farm field off Stone School Rd.  Bob and Barry have been in contact with Brian from Walworth County as to what can be done.  As of now the farmer has not been cooperative with Brian and we are considering options to correct the runoff problem.  It was noted by one of our constituents that we should check our by-laws so we know what we can and cannot do to remedy this problem.  Joyce reviewed our by laws and it appears that we would have options available to us.  

Barry addressed the slow no wake issue again sighting that last fall the board was given the authority to recommend to the town slow no wake when the water level reached the range between 8.6”—8.8”.  Unfortunately we were under slow no wake for most of the summer.  Barry left this open for discussion.  There were several people who commented both for and against this rule.  Things that were talked about were shoreline protection, floating piers, bogs drifting, and gathering more scientific information to support an agreed upon level.  It was decided that a group of individuals would research this further and report back to the board at the spring meeting.  A list of lake emails will be forwarded to Bernadette Mullins Miller who will be the contact for this group.
A MOTION was made to keep the existing slow-no-wake policy the way it currently is and table this to the spring meeting at which time we will review new information.
The spring meeting is scheduled for Saturday May 9, 2009.

Election of Commissioner – Christine Celley was nominated to replace Commissioner Jana, as Jana will be leaving after her term.  Christine accepted the nomination and on proper MOTION  was unanimously elected to a three-year term as a Commissioner (2009-2011).   

The Commissioners presented the following:

Resolution 08-1, designating September 5, 2009 as the date for the 2009 Annual Meeting, was presented and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

Resolution 08-2, designating Citizens Bank of Mukwonago (or its successor) as the depository of the District, was presented and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

Resolution 08-3, pertaining to the operating budget ($38,750.00) and a tax levy ($11,250.00) for the District for 2009, was presented and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

Resolution 08-4, pertaining to the lake projects and the weed-harvesting budget ($27,250.00) of the District for 2009, was presented, and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

Resolution 08-5, authorizing the District to borrow up to $10,000.00 for operating expenses only, was presented and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

Resolution 08-6, authorizing the Commissioners to seek any grants available to the District, was presented and, on proper MOTION, unanimously approved.

There being no further business, on proper MOTION, the Annual Meeting was adjourned at 12:10pm

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Rice
Secretary
