Minutes of the 2009 Special Meeting of the Potter’s Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District held Saturday, May 9, 2009 at Town Hall, East Troy, Wisconsin.

Present:
Commissioners Barry Bonneau, Robert Rice, Christine Celley, Joyce Ketchpaw and John Stoesser  

Also Present:
16 Electors, Kathy Aron
Chairman Bonneau called the meeting to order at 9:05am.

Our aquatic consultant, Kathy Aron, from Aron & Associates, reported on the condition of Potter’s Lake. 

Kathy reported that the condition of the lake this spring was disheartening as the emergence of milfoil and curly leaf pond weed were back in the lake and in many spots. A whole lake treatment is not probable as the DNR has issues with whole lake treatments.  The lake was treated already this spring to try and control the problem.  There were 26 acres treated with 19 being treated for milfoil and 6 treated for curly leaf.  The shoreline of the entire lake was treated with the exception of the east end between Miramar beach and the boat launch as well as the bay by the boat launch.  Kathy commented that lake levels have played a factor in not being able to treat by the launch as the out flow of water played a factor. Barry noted current lake levels and Kathy suggested using a granular treatment of the area when lake levels drop to 8.8”.  She doubted if DNR would allow treatment of launch area with high lake levels. The spring treatments seem to be more effective as we have to use less chemical for treatment and the chemicals stay on the plants longer in the cool water as opposed to waiting later in the year. Kathy noted that all chemicals are approved through Federal and State.  Testing before use is extensive and levels are safe for most things but they are chemicals and it depends on specific tolerance.  The warnings are placed to stay out of the water for 24hrs as a safety measure to allow chemicals to dissipate in case you may have an allergy. Each home owner can choose to opt out of a treatment and their shoreline will not be treated.  Another treatment was suggested in June or July depending on water temperature and water levels.  Kathy suggested the planting of native plants. Native plants will help with water clarity as the root system will tie up the sediment.  We will try this year to introduce natives.   We have a lot of Cara which is good and some sago pond weed.  Coontail we have some and it would be good to plant more.  Wild Celery would be good to introduce looks like grass and will spread.  Area by cattails would be a good place to introduce plants.  Will need volunteers to help weight the tubers with stones and mud. Potters Lake also applied for a grant to help with the costs of treatment and planting and was unable to obtain funds as the money was given to Northern Lakes with no money allotted for Southern WI lakes. Barry commented that even tho grant money was not awarded we have been putting money aside for treatment of the lake and we will continue to treat the lake.  Hydrilla is still in Indiana with only one isolated case in a WI lake.  
Kathy also noted the geese on the lake and said that when we had 7 adult geese that we would be eligible for the USDA program.  This program would test to make sure that the removed geese were safe for use in food pantry’s and large game consumption.  If they were we could remove more of the population to control the problem.
Kathy also fielded questions about our dam and noted the size of the pipe as limiting to the out flow of water from our lake at high levels.  She suggested that we leave it alone as any alterations would have to go through the DNR and our dam would have to be brought up to current standards which would include lengthy engineering process.  Barry stated that the dam level is set through DNR and we would have to appeal to DNR to change levels. Barry also circulated picture of Dam for all to view.  John commented that Booth Lake was at very high levels and may remain closed for the rest of the year.  

Commissioner Barry Bonneau revisited the Slow-no-wake rule and the tolerance was kept at 8.8” for enforcement.  Bags would be placed over signs and emails will be sent when slow no wake is lifted.  Like wise emails will be sent out and signs will be visible if this policy needs to be reinstated.
Commissioner Joyce Ketchpaw asked about the planned rain garden for the fire lane off Shorewood Drive. Not only for what it ads to the lake as far as preventing runoff but also as a means to show other home owners what could be done with their property. Kathy Aron also commented that this would be a good idea.  Joyce also stated that the counties have been active in preserving green space. Barry asked all those in attendance about moving forward with the rain garden.   Barry fielded questions about timeliness of plantings and when would be the best time to move forward.  It was brought to motion and approved that the board would be able to move forward with the rain garden.  The landscape contractor will be contacted and project will be started at the best time for the suggested plantings.  Christine offered to get information from the county for help in planning
Commissioner John Stoesser addressed the group about the water runoff from the farm field off of Stone School Rd.  He mentioned the possibility of retention ponds to slow down runoff into the lake.   Also the amount of space it takes to sift out some of the finer particles before going into the lake. Barry was asked about where the money would come from if we installed a retention pond.  There is some funding that may be available from the county and we would be responsible for a portion as well.   Two parts are the purchase of the land and the building of the retention pond.  The DNR has been contacted to help us with this issue.  All the commissioners have expressed their concerns over this issue and are pursuing a solution. Miramar drive is due to be repaved and he showed the group the map and the planned curb that will be installed with two break points where water would drain into the lake from Miramar subdivision.  John asked for input from the district on this plan.  Christine Celley commented that the curb would not pose a problem as her property is in the targeted area for work and the water already runs that way.  Bob Rice asked if it was possible to install drains that would hook up to the sewer.

The board recommended that the old fire lane on Shorewood Drive be used as an example of a natural shoreline and funds be allocated to this.  
Independence Day Celebrations – the boat parade to be held on Saturday July 4th at 7:30pm and will begin at the boat launch. A vote was taken to choose the theme for the Boat Parade and the winner was Historic Figures.  Commissioner Bob Rice will sell flares for the Lighting of the Lake. Flares are $5 each or 3 for $10.  The lighting of the lake will follow the boat parade at 9:00pm.
Commissioner John Stoesser addressed the group about a work shop that he has put together for property taxes reevaluations.  The work shops will be held Wednesday May 20th at 5:30pm and Saturday May 23rd at 8:30am.  John also asked for a representative from Potters Lake to join a board of review for property tax reassessments.
Meetings – A motion was made to change the date of the annual meeting from September 5th to August 29.  The motion was passed and the annual meeting and picnic will be held Saturday August 29th, 2009 with the budget meeting starting at 10:00am followed by the annual meeting at 10:30.
There being no further business, on proper MOTION, the Special Meeting was adjourned at 11:00am.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert C Rice
Secretary
